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15 December 1947, 


0eaet^F Harry Flood ^rd. Chairman 
Joint CJojmitteo on Beduction of 
Nonessential Federal Expenditures 
217-D Senate Office Buildinj^ 

Washington E5, D. C. 

My dear Senator Byrdj 

Receipt is acknowledged of your letter* of 11 Dooem- 
her relative to the submission of the strength figures of this 
Agency to the Joint Committee on Heduction of Honessential 
Federal Expenditures, 

I have discussed this matter with the National Security 
Council, which has supervision over this Agency by recent Act 
of Congress, and have been instructed by the Council that, for 
essential seourdty reasons, the strength of the Central Intel- 
ligence Ap^enoy should not be furnished for publication. 

The publication of our strength would make this data 
easily accessible to enemy agents in this country. Such infor- 
mation would enable such agents to determine with .relative ease 
bhe general ’>rograra and strength of effort of the intelligence 
activities of the Cnited States, I ma. sure you will agree 
that such a contingency would be highly undesirable, to say 
the least. 

It has been our long-standing policy that no strength 
figures will be given out by this Agency for record purposes 
except to two specially cleai'ed senior officials in the Bureau 
of iiio Mdget tdio are charged with the handling of our budget 
problems. liie Bureau of bhe Budget has consistently maintained 
the security of our strength figures under all oiroumstaiioes. 

We have also several times in the past arraaiged with ooffimittees 
of Congress to mtlidraw requests for our strength figures for 
record purposes after discussing with them our essential se- 
curity requirements. Also, by long-standing verbal agreement, 
we have furnished no strength or individual persomiol data to 
the Civil Service Commission in order to insure that such dana 
would not he recorded. 
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It waB sxti^gested to tto repr«R«atatiTa of yoar Goimlt'feee 
iwcontly eoataotsad us tlmt th« pufcliahed atmigtii report of 
CJoT®rai£®nt a^ncies exclu<te our figure®* saoh exelusioa to be 
esplaiaod by a footnote to ISie affect -^hat aetlanai dafaas© resi- 
aoa® saalos this necessary. 


I hare no desire to withlioiLd these figures from yon 
psrs<Hm:ily» and -sd.!! be pleased to see yon at yonr oonTen- 
isnoe aid to infonn you rerbally of our aotual said oontoiii- 
plat»d strength for your information only, and, of oauree, not 
for publication, 

I sure you -will understand rr^r onto, and the Hational 
Oocurlty Council* a great coaoem about the full security of 
13i« aoMvitie® and operations of this Agency. I uish also to 
assure you of ay fall cooperation the needs and desire* 

of your Conmitte® to tb® ‘utmost extent oomtaensurate alth our 
natiomd defense aa-l ^oourity,^ 

'Ihe above considerations do not apply to the persoaanel 
figures of the national Seourlly Couscil, however, and these 
■will be. forwarded to you <m a monthly basis, as you have re- 
ques'fcsd, ' ’ 

Sincerely yours, 

/s/ mscoK a. uLLEico^a 
. ’’idraotor of Oentral Ih'fcellipBiioe Agej^y 


tihff o raheimer tmso 
■ptsasoutive Office Registry 
idgaer* © ohrono 
f^antral Reoortls - 2 
Ttetimi to Pforzheiaer 
Staybaok 


Approved For Release 2001/12/05 : CIA-RDP91-00682R0003001 8001 2-0 


